VERMONT
YOUTH ORCHESTRA

ASSOCIATION

2025 VYOA Percussion Audition Packet
2025 VYOA auditions at the Elley-Long Music Center will include:
Scale & arpeggio: Prepare one major OR one minor scale of your choice with corresponding arpeggio. The scale and
arpeggio should be played at a minimum tempo of quarter note = 80 BPM. Prepare the number of octaves that best
represents your range of ability. The scale and arpeggio do not need to be memorized. PERCUSSIONISTS: In
addition to one scale and arpeggio (xylophone/orchestra bells), you will be asked to demonstrate basic rudiments such
as a long roll (snare) and tuning changes (timpani).
Solo of your choice (without accompaniment): Prepare a brief solo that best demonstrates your technical and
expressive capabilities. 2 minutes of your solo will be heard, so select a starting point that will showcase your best
playing. Your piece does not need to be memorized. Choose a solo on ONE instrument- snare drum, timpani, or
xylophone/orchestra bells.
Sight Reading: A short passage selected by the adjudicators will be provided in the audition. You will sight read on
share drum and timpani. You will not be asked to sight read on xylophone/orchestra bells.
Orchestral excerpts: From the excerpts provided below, prepare ONE excerpt on snare drum, ONE excerpt on
timpani, and ONE excerpt on xylophone/orchestra bells (3 excerpts total). For each instrument, select the excerpt that
best demonstrates your technical and expressive capabilities. Tempos given are suggestions and you will not be
penalized for deviating from them.
Excerpt A- SNARE DRUM
Mark Alpizar
4/4 Time signature, quarter note=112
Example Recording
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EOQyfChoDr7Yb2Rne4VDjwj-N8xI-7u0/view?usp=drive_link

Excerpt B- SNARE DRUM
Rossini- Overture to La gazza ladra.
4/4 time signature, quarter note=ca. 112
Example Recording
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Excerpt C- SNARE DRUM
Rimsky-Korsakov- Scheherazade, Mvt. IV
2/8 Time signature, half note=ca. 92
Example Recording
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https://youtu.be/KYfaKAIf-SU?si=_9oGEpgRHBQUq2jL
https://youtu.be/4rWG_tMJhh8?si=vclniRtAalrIQNWP&t=2232

Excerpt A- MALLETS (Xylophone)
Mark Alpizar
4/4 time signature, quarter note=104
Example Recording
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Excerpt B- MALLETS (Glock-Orchestra Bells)
Tchaikovsky- Waltz from Sleeping Beauty
3/4 time signature conducted in 1, dotted half note=56
Example Recording
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I0hUNhEfV8z6IimH6kagOYYUaYDVcUTK/view?usp=drive_link
https://youtu.be/MRQyVDSbkeA?si=NUzXYQKAtDjEA99v&t=1294

Excerpt C- MALLETS (Xylophone)
Saint-Saens- Danse Macabre
3/4 time signature conducted in 1, half note=ca.72
Example Recording

Saint-Saens: Dance Macabre — Four after Figure B-C

Xylophone; please prepare both excerpts M
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https://youtu.be/heAOUgdzWiI?si=0vm_cVIFylyId-R_&t=109

Excerpt A- TIMPANI
Mark Alpizar
4/4 time signature, quarter note=112
Example Recording
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Excerpt B- TIMPANI
Brahms- Symphony No. 2, Mvt. IV
2/2 time signature, half note=100
Example Recording
Allegro con spirito
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pse3K7KORIVQRtb03yHrrPRnuciXtljP/view?usp=drive_link
https://youtu.be/QtXkWh7yjVY?si=v3unwAaL1hdAkZuV&t=1863

Excerpt C- TIMPANI
Elgar- Enigma Variations
4/4 time signature conducted in 1. Whole note=84
Example Recording
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https://youtu.be/P2OhGH3rFi4?si=XAsFg2rY4i9yiKd0&t=575
Vermont Youth Orchestra Association
Polygonal Line

Vermont Youth Orchestra Association
Polygonal Line


